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Parent Connection

How Do we Obey God and Love  
our Enemies?

Bible Story: Obey God, Love Enemies (Romans 12:1-2,9-21)

Bible Truth: God changes our hearts and helps us live differently because of the Holy 

Spirit living in us.

Bible Verse: Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God. 

Romans 12:2

Bonus Verse: And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and 

with people. Luke 2:52

Paul wrote for Christians to offer our very selves as a sacrifice to God. He explained to the Roman 

Christians what it means to live as a Christian. Those who follow Christ are marked by a way 

of life that is hard for those who don’t know Jesus to understand. We lay down our lives for the 

Lord not as a means of atonement but as a means of thanksgiving for what He has done for us. 

We are grateful for what Jesus has done on our behalf. Therefore, we submit our very lives to His 

authority. 

This call to lay down our lives comes before Paul’s treatise on Christian living. Apart from our 

submission to Christ, it is impossible to live the life of a true Christian. We are called to love what 

is good and hate evil while our sinful nature rebels against the will of God. We are called to bless 

those who persecute us and weep with those who weep. We are called to a life of joy, patience, 

and self-control even in difficult circumstances. These truths are not easy. We must rely on the 

Holy Spirit and His sanctifying work in our lives. 

This week pray with and for your child to have a saving faith and for the Spirit to be at work in his 

or her life. It is possible to read Paul’s words and walk away with a checklist of morality, but that is 

not what God has for us. Our aim is to honor God with our lives, and we trust that ultimately He is 

the One who helps us do just that. 
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