
     Small Group Study in the Book of Ma6hew 
November 27, 2022 

A suggested format for your group Bme 

 15 min – Fellowship 
 15 min – Prayer (using the four quadrants of the SG prayer sheet) 
 45 min – Study (see below) 

This study is designed to introduce your small group to the story of Jesus through the Jewish 
perspecBve of one of the original disciples named Ma6hew.  Your group will see the clear 
connecBon between Old Testament prophecies and their fulfillment in the person of Jesus as 
the Messianic son of David, the Prophet greater than Moses, and the seed of Abraham that 
blesses all the naBons! 

Ma#hew 23:1-39 
   
Chapter Summary   

Jesus warns not to follow the hypocrisy of the Pharisees.  Eight “woes” are pronounced on the 
Pharisees as Jesus gives specific examples of their hypocrisy.  While the religious leaders 
emphasized external obedience to the law, they ignored the internal righteousness of the heart.  
As a result of their hypocrisy, judgment would come on them and on the city of Jerusalem.  
Jesus expresses grief over the coming calamity.  

Jumpstart Ques9ons 

• How would you define the word hypocrite?  What are some examples of a person acBng 
hypocriBcally?  In what ways doe we someBmes a measure of hypocrisy in our own 
lives? 

• Why do you think Jesus placed a greater emphasis on the condiBon of our hearts than 
on the acBons of our hands?  Does it ma6er to God what our hands do? 

Ma#hew 23:1-12 

• What accusaBons did Jesus level towards the scribes and Pharisees?  Why do people 
clamor to be first or feel the need to be recognized or made to feel important?  

• What did Jesus say was the true example of greatness?  What are some pracBcal ways in 
which we can serve others? 



Ma#hew 23:13-29 

• Other than the word hypocrite, what other words did Jesus use to describe the 
Pharisees?  What kind of witness does a hypocrite give to a lost world or to their own 
families? 

• What did Jesus say about the hypocrite and prayer?  In what ways does the hypocrite 
emphasize keeping the law more than loving God or others? (One example is when 
emphasize not missing church services but refusing to forgive other believers). 

• What do you think is meant by the expression, “Strain at a gnat but swallow a camel?”  
What illustraBons did Jesus use to describe those who were more concerned about 
appearances than righteousness?   

Ma#hew 23:30-39 

• What did Jesus declare would be the end for the hypocrite?  How did the Pharisees 
respond to those who were sent to them?  How do we respond when someone points to 
a spiritual deficiency in our lives? 

• How did Jesus respond when He considered the destrucBon of Jerusalem?  What 
metaphor did Jesus use to express His emoBons?  When will Israel finally and fully 
recognize Jesus as her Messiah? 

PracBcal suggesBons: 

1. Please feel free to modify any quesBon and include other quesBons that you might 
find helpful for your group to help them think through the text.  

2. Invite members to make other observaBons they see in the passage.  Have them to 
idenBfy the specific verse where that observaBon is made. 

3. Ask what applicaBon can be made out of these verses that will help a person to put 
into pracBce the truths in the passage? 

4. Ask for volunteers to read the various secBons. 

5. Be intenBonal about including everyone into the conversaBon.  Asking a quesBon 
directed to a specific person who remains fairly quiet is one simple way of inclusion.   



6. Remain sensiBve to the leading of the Holy Spirit and make both ministry and 
teaching a priority of your group Bme together.  


